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What is your greatest achievement during your tenure in 

the ASEAN Secretariat as the Deputy Secretary-General of 
ASEAN for ASEAN Economic Community since 2012? 
  
DSG Lim: It has been an honour and a privilege for me to be 

given the opportunity to serve as the DSG for AEC. Through this 
position, I have been able to work closely with ASEAN Member 

States to advance regional integration in order to achieve a 
more sustainable and inclusive economic developments in this 

region. 

 

I must emphasise however that all these progress and achievements would not have been possible without 

the relentless support and contribution of our dialogue partners, international organisations, the private 

sector and other stakeholders. 

 

ASEAN today has become a more liberalised market with the virtual elimination of intra-ASEAN tariffs 

complemented with gradual removal of formal restrictions in the services sector. Procedures have also been 

simplified while efforts intensified to promote ‘one standard, one test, accepted everywhere’ to facilitate trade 

in the region. Competition and consumer protection laws have also been put in place together with 

intellectual property ecosystem to create a business-friendly and innovation-supporting regional 

environment. Physical infrastructure has been enhanced through among others the completion of ASEAN 

Highway Network and the realisation of the ASEAN Open Skies. ASEAN has also forged FTA with its major 

trading partners including Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea and Hong Kong, China. 
  
What do you think the greatest achievement for ASEAN was during this period? 

  
For me, this would be the strong commitment shown by ASEAN towards the establishment of an ASEAN 

Economic Community which is competitive, equitable and fully integrated with the global economy. Towards 

that end, regular review of the progress as well as the relevance of the agreed measures has been 

conducted to ensure that in furthering the regional integration agenda, ASEAN Members States were well 

placed to not only address emerging challenges but to also seize the opportunities arising from globalisation. 

This was reflected in the increase in the number of measures in AEC Blueprint 2015 from 316 in 2008 (as 

outlined in the strategic schedule) to 611 in 2015, of which over 82% have been successfully implemented 

by end of 2015. 

The implementation of these measures has partly contributed towards ASEAN becoming over the years, 

one of the world’s fastest growth centres. With a combined GDP of US$2.56 trillion in 2016, ASEAN 

collectively is the 6th largest economy in the world and the 3rd largest in Asia. It is also the world 4th largest 

trade power house after China, USA and Germany. 

Notwithstanding these achievements, community building is a journey and not a destination. And ASEAN is 

resolute to further deepen and broaden regional integration by shifting its strategy from production-led 

growth to productivity-led one thus ensuring the region remains resilient in the midst of growing political and 

economic uncertainty.  

What are your thoughts on the progress of AEC Blueprint 2025, and whether it would be completed 

in time? 

The fundamentals are currently in place for timely and effective implementation of the AEC Blueprint 2025. 

All 23 detailed sectoral work plans have been adopted and the AEC 2025 Monitoring and Evaluation 

Framework has been endorsed. The Framework enhances on the previous mechanism by not only tracking 



 

 

implementation progress but also the outcomes and impact of regional economic integration. It also includes 

new tools which will assist Member States to prioritise implementation efforts, understand challenges and 

share best practices at the national level. 

In the second year of the implementation of the Blueprint, continued progress has been made. Efforts have 

been intensified to ensure that all the identified annual priorities are timely implemented. We have also 

sought technical assistance to help enhance Member States’ institutional capacity to implement these 

measures. On the other hand, regular monitoring of the agreed measures is also conducted to ensure that 

they remain relevant and to include new ones, if necessary, in line with the development in the global 

economic environment. 

Could you share some advice for your successor to your position based on the experience you have 

had? 
 

I would humbly share with my successor in three words – Leadership, Leadership and Leadership. 

  

It is important to constantly keep abreast with the latest developments across all the 23 sectors under the 

AEC pillar. The objective is to be able to provide guidance as to how these sectors could be further advanced 

keeping in mind the overarching aim of achieving a sustainable and inclusive economic development. And 

this will become even more challenging as AEC broadens and deepens its regional integration in areas that 

cut across into other pillars of the ASEAN Community. A case in point is the enforcement of food safety 

across the value chain from production to consumption which requires close collaboration among the trade 

ministry, the agriculture ministry and the health ministry. Similarly, in the development of the ASEAN 

Qualification Reference Framework to facilitate recognition of education qualification in support of worker 

mobility across the region, the trade ministry has been working closely with the ministry of labour and 

education.    

  

I would also emphasise on the importance of continuously engaging with our key stakeholders notably the 

private sector. This will enable us to have a better understanding of the situation on the ground particularly 

the issues faced by our stakeholders in participating and benefiting from the regional integration process. 

 

Do you think the ASEAN Secretariat should involve the private sector more in moving the AEC 

forward? 

 

The crucial role of the private sector in realising the AEC vision of economic integration has always been 

recognised as reflected in the AEC Blueprint 2025. We have several mechanisms currently in place allowing 

for effective engagement with the private sector. Our main objective is to ensure that all agreed measures 

to implement the AEC Blueprint 2025 continue to remain relevant to the private sector. Among others, these 

mechanisms include the continuous consultative interactions between ASEAN and ASEAN+1 business 

councils with relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies, the establishment of on-line platforms i.e. the ASEAN Tariff 

Finder or the ASEAN Solutions for Investments, Services and Trade (ASSIST) as well as the development 

of outreach materials for better appreciation and understanding of AEC. At the same time, we will 

continuously work to improve this engagement process with the private sector to make it more inclusive and 

meaningful for the benefit of ASEAN. 

  
What advice would you give to us for future engagement with the region? 
 
In the AEC Blueprint 2025, stronger emphasis has been placed on innovation, research and development 
as well as technology commercialisation to ensure ASEAN remains competitive and resilience as it embarks 
into a new phase of regional integration. By incorporating these new focus areas in its integration agenda, 
it will also enable ASEAN to adjust and respond to challenges arising from the advent of the 4 thindustrial 
revolution. However, this can only be achieved with the support of all ASEAN stakeholders including the 
private sector. In this regard, I would strongly encourage EUABC to intensify its engagement with ASEAN 
at both the ministerial and working group levels in advancing regional integration process by sharing private 
sector perspectives, providing necessary technical assistance and also enlarging its footprint in the region. 
 
Thank you for your time, DSG Lim! Find the other interviews in this series here. 
 

  

https://www.eu-asean.eu/leaders-in-eu-asean

